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Red Hill Valley Inventory Completed 


by Don McLean 

In March 1995, the HNC was 
contracted by the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority to conduct the 
a biological inventory of the Red Hill 
Valley. Its purpose was to upgrade 
and complete the baseline floral and 
faunal data, in order to facilitate 
well-informed, scientifically-based 
land use decisions about the future 
uses of this large natural area. This 
article summarizes the findings. 

The inventory found a rich 
diversity of flora and fauna. More 
than 1000 species were identified as 
residents or migrants through the 
study area. These included 578 plant 
taxa, 18 species of fish, 15 
herpetofaunal species and 24 
mammals. Up to 78 species of birds 
bred in the valley in 1995, and 177 
species were observed in migratory 
surveys. Forty-five species of 
butterflies and 136 species of moths 
were also noted, along with a variety 
of benthic invertebrates in Red Hill 
Creek. 


Except for the herps, these 
findings represent a considerable 
increase over previous studies. For 
example, seven previous studies of 
fish in Red Hill Creek conducted 
since 1985 found only a total of eight 
species. Similarly, the 1991 NAI 
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study identified only ten common 
mammals. 

Rare Species 

Five nationally and provincially 
rare species were recorded, two in the 
plant category and three breeding bird 
species. A single observation of the 
nationally and provincially rare 
southern flying squirrel was also 
reported (there has been another 
sighting in 1996). A third plant 
species designated as provincially rare 
was also identified. Nine nationally 
and provincially rare bird species 
were observed during the migratory 
surveys. Six more designated as 
provincially rare were also seen 
during migration, one of which was 
assessed as a possible breeder in the 
valley in 1995. In addition, 30 species 
considered rare in 
Hamilton-Wentworth were found, 
including 20 plants, five moths, two 
butterflies, and one each of fish, 
breeding birds and herpetofauna. 

The number of rare flora and 
fauna uncovered in the inventoiy 
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considerably increases our knowledge 
of the Red Hill Valley area. For 
example, only seven plant taxa 
classified as rare in 
Hamilton-Wentworth have previously 
been identified in the three ESAs in 
the study area, compared with 20 in 
the 1995 study. 

A review of the eleven inventory 
field studies and reports indicates that 
all parts of the study area were 
identified as significant. The 
importance of maintaining the 
integrity of the entire study area was 
emphasized by several of the field 
biologists, who noted the great variety 
of wildlife habitat it provides. 

Vegetation and Flora 

This part of the study was 
conducted by Andiony Goodban who 
visited the area on nineteen days 
between May and October. Data was 
also accumulated on two days in 
September by the Plant Study Group 
of the HNC. Particular attention was 
paid to documenting the graminoid 
taxa and to augmenting previous 
floristic surveys of the valley. The 
final report includes detailed mapping 
and description of the aquatic and 
terrestrial vegetation communities, 
including several anthropogenic 
community types. A total of 570 
species (578 taxa) are listed along 
with their locations and community 
associations. Seventy-four percent are 
native species and represent 22% of 
Ontario's native flora. 

Significant findings included two 
nationally and provincially rare 
species: Slender Satin Grass 
(Muhlenbergia tenuiflora) and Green 
Violet (Hybanthus concolor). The 
provincially rare sedge, Car ex 


artitecta , was also identified, along 
with six species considered rare in the 
Ministry of Natural Resources ‘old’ 
Central Region, and fourteen 
additional species classified as rare in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. The latter are 
known from five or fewer post-1949 
sites in the Region. 

The three provincially rare species 
all occur in the vicinity of Albion 
Falls and Buttermilk Falls and are 
ranked “S2” in Ontario by the Natural 
Heritage Information Centre. This 
theme area also harbours several other 
rarities including Chinquapin Oak, 
Soapberry, and Hispid Goldenrod. 

Forty-nine species with southern 
affinities were found in the valley, 
most of which are associated with the 
Carolinian life zone. Twenty-four 
species with northern affinities are 
also listed, along with ten species 
associated with prairie or savannah 
habitats. 



Butterflies and Moths 

The Butterfly and Moth report 
from the inventory was published in 
the April 1996 Wood Duck. 

Fish and Aquatic Communities 

The 1995 aquatic examination 
was comprised of five separate studies 
carried out by Shawn Staton: 
spawning surveys; fish sampling; 


invertebrate sampling; habitat 
assessment; and a brief search for 
trout fry. Twenty stations were 
sampled for fish species, and 
specimens of benthic invertebrates 
were taken at six locations. Spawning 
surveys ran for six weeks in the 
spring and five more in the fall. 

A total of 18 species of fish were 
recorded in the survey, eleven of 
which had not previously been 
reported from Red Hill Creek. A 
McMaster study carried out this 
spring confirmed many of the findings 
and also reported spawning by 
northern pike in the Red Hill Marsh 
and the presence of four additional 
species of fish, bringing the total 
number reported to 22. Fifteen species 
were captured during the sampling, 
while visual observations were made 
of northern pike and brown trout, and 
extensive spawning activity of 
rainbow trout was noted. Chinook 
salmon and white sucker spawning 
was also observed. A particularly 
interesting catch in the sampling 
surveys was a single chinook salmon 
smolt which appears to have been 
naturally reproduced the previous fall 
in Red Hill Creek (four more smolts 
were found in the McMaster survey). 
The discovery of a single lake chub 
may indicate a small spawning run of 
this species in the creek. The 
regionally rare threespine stickleback 
also appears to breed in the creek. 

Benthic sampling revealed a 
moderately high degree of organic 
pollution, especially at the two sites 
above the escarpment. However, the 
most diverse invertebrate community 
was found at the site just below the 
escarpment, south of King's Forest 
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Golf Course. While noting the organic 
pollution, the report concluded that 
excessive stormwater flows are “the 
most critical perturbation affecting the 
aquatic ecosystem of Red Hill Creek". 
The high discharges are limiting fish 
habitat and salmonid reproductive 
success and causing extensive erosion 
and channel instability. Flows more 
than 250 times baseflow were 
recorded in an October 1995 storm. 
Herpetofauna 

The herpetofaunal study was 
conducted by Bill Lamond from April 
until the end of August in eleven site 
visits totalling 39 hours. Additional 
incidental sightings were provided by 
several volunteers. Eleven species of 
reptiles and amphibians were found in 
the main valley. Four others were 
recorded at Felker's Falls during the 
Hamilton Herpetofaunal Atlasing 
work carried on between 1984 and 
1992. Eight additional species have 
previously been recorded in the valley 
but not seen for several years and 
most of these have likely been 
extirpated. The report notes that the 
1995 cross-mountain expressway 
construction in the area north of 
Stone church Road and the Upper 
Ottawa Street landfill destroyed 
breeding habitat for three frog species 
which may have been extirpated as a 
result. 

Avifauna 

Twenty-four days of field work 
on breeding birds was carried out by 


Michael Patrikeev between April 8 
and July 10, including a 
woodland/grassland monitoring 
program, a nest search and a limited 
owl survey. Extensive supplementary 
observations were provided by Bill 
Lamond and by Paul Rose who led 
the daily spring migratory survey 
from April 1 to May 31 in eight areas 
of the valley. The fall survey directed 
by Ken Symington from August 14 to 
October 31 in seven of the spring 
areas and one additional one brought 
the total hours of migratory 
observations to 630. 

The extensive data accumulated 
are summarized in three appendices of 
the avifaunal section of the report 
prepared by Colin Macdonald. 
Twenty years of Christmas Bird 
Count data from the northern end of 
Red Hill Valley (provided by Kevin 
McLaughlin) were also included to 
indicate overwintering use of the 
study area. The report incorporates 
information from earlier breeding bird 
surveys in Red Hill going back to 
1976 and compares the results of both 
the breeding and migratory data to 
other sites in Ontario. 

The 1995 surveys identified 78 
species of breeding birds of which 67 
were confirmed or highly likely. This 
compares with 75 and 64 respectively 
recorded during Ontario Breeding 
Bird Atlasing project from 1981 to 
1985. A total of 91 species have been 
reported as breeding in the valley at 
some point since 1976. 

The breeding surveys in 1995 
confirmed the presence of the 
nationally and provincially rare 
Cooper's hawk. The Carolina wren 
was considered a highly likely breeder 


and the Louisiana waterthrush was 
identified as a possible breeder. 
Possible status was also assigned to 
the provincially rare orchard oriole 
and the regionally rare northern 
harrier. Twenty-five other species 
considered uncommon in 
Hamilton-Wentworth were also 
recorded with nineteen of these in the 
confirmed or highly likely categories. 

The report includes an annotated 
checklist of breeding species and 
provides an extensive analysis of 
spatial and temporal trends and 
contrasts breeding records with two 
comparative sites in southern Ontario. 
Five sub-areas in the valley are 
identified as particularly significant 
for breeding birds. 

Nearly 61,000 birds of 177 
species were observed dining the 
spring and fall migration surveys. One 
hundred and sixty-nine species and 
36,421 individuals were recorded in 
the spring, while 24,573 birds of 134 
species were seen in the fall survey. 

The studies confirmed that the 
valley is a significant corridor for 
migrating birds. It provides a natural 
route past the heavily-developed 
western end of Lake Ontario and 
offers habitats that are rare or absent 
in much of the surrounding area. The 
valley links the Niagara Escarpment 
with the Lake Ontario shoreline and is 
the only north-south trending corridor 
in the area in reasonable ecological 
condition. Evaluation of the 
migration results suggests that the 
valley may be an important part of 
regional migration routes. 

The report offers an explanation 
of the unexpectedly high levels in the 
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spring migration compared to the fall. 
It postulates that a portion of the 
spring migrants are deflected by Lake 
Ontario in a northwesterly direction 
along the Niagara Escarpment and 
accumulate in Red Hill Valley 
because it provides an isolated block 
of relatively extensive forest and 
natural area at the end of the Lake. In 
addition, it uses regional forest cover 
maps to show that birds moving due 
north from the Grand River area 
would fmd only small woodlots with 
no interior forest in a large arc 
stretching south from the valley. Red 
Hill would be the first large forested 
area encountered for some distance 
and could present an attractive resting 
and foraging area before crossing the 
urbanized section surrounding the 
western end of Lake Ontario. The 
tendency for both migrating groups to 
be funnelled northward down the 
valley is offered as an explanation for 
the relatively high bird diversity 
observed in areas at the northern end 
of the valley. 

The theory goes on to suggest that 
in the fall. Lake Ontario deflects 
some migrants in a southwesterly 
direction toward the relatively high 
quality habitat of Cootes Paradise and 
the Dundas Valley, and from there 
many birds fly directly south to the 
forests along the Grand River. This 
path would avoid Red Hill and might 
account for tire significantly lower 
numbers observed there in the fall 
migration. 

An examination of comparative 
migration data accumulated in 1995 in 
the Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG) 
properties seems to support this 
postulation. Roughly similar numbers 


of birds were recorded in Red Hill 
and the RBG areas in the spring, but 
much larger numbers were observed 
in the fall at the RBG. 


Studies confirm 
valley is significant 
corridor for 
migrating birds 


Noteworthy Bird Records 

A noted local historian and 
long-time member of the HNC, Lois 
Evans, voluntarily reviewed the 
Noteworthy Bird Records 
accumulated from 1947 to 1994, and 
culled those pertaining to both the 
present and historic natural areas 
associated with the Red Hill Valley. 
Lois compiled over 3000 records of 
263 species seen in the Red Hill area. 
Thirteen additional species were 
reported only from Windermere 
Basin, and ten common species not 
considered "noteworthy” were 
assumed to have been present as 
residents or migrants for a total of 
286. The records were also sorted into 
five sub-areas, and a separate report 
was prepared incorporating only the 
natural areas that remain in the valley 
and were part of the 1995 study. 
This lists 177 “noteworthy" species. 
The author adds 31 common species 
residing in or expected to have made 
use of the area, for a total of 208 
species. 

Mammals 

The mammal study combined 
incidental sightings primarily 
accumulated dining the bird migration 
surveys, with twelve nights of small 


mammal trapping carried out by John 
Hannah. This was supplemented with 
a review of the reports of the 
Hamilton Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (HSPCA) and 
an appeal to local residents to “turn in 
what the cat brings home”. A total of 
24 mammal species (including four 
bats) were confirmed in the study 
area. Unconfirmed sightings of three 
others, including the flying squirrel 
were also recorded. Confirmed species 
included mink, coyote, red fox, 
beaver and white-tailed deer. Five 
small mammal species were found 
among the 60 captures in the trapping 
program. 

A separate bat survey was done 
by Sandy Dobbyn who conducted 
eight nights of field work in the 
valley. The first seven nights took 
place in late July and early August 
and concentrated on resident species. 
The final night, on August 29, was 
for tire purpose of searching for 
migrating bats. Tuttle traps, mist nets 
and electronic bat detectors were used 
to find and identify the bats. 

One hundred and thirty-five bats 
were observed and the presence of 
four of Ontario's eight species was 
confirmed. The little brown bat that is 
considered the most common species 
was not confirmed in Red Hill 
although four echolocation signals 
received in the bat detector could not 
be identified and may have been from 
this species. 

Conclusion 

The 235-page final report, 
complete with colour maps, is 
available at the Wentworth and 
Hamilton public libraries. A copy is 
on display at the Conservation table 
and can also be borrowed by 
contacting Don McLean. ® 
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Haldimand 

by John Miles 

The former county of Haldimand 
borders the north shore of Lake Erie 
from just east of Dunnville and 
extends west almost to Port Dover. 
For many birders, their experience in 
Haldimand has been limited to driving 
down highway 6 on their way to 
Long Point or the occasional visit to 
Rock Point just east of the mouth of 
the Grand River. Since the Fisherville 
Christmas Count was started in 
December 1989, birders have come to 
know Haldimand as the good place 
for winter birding, for hawks and 
owls as well as some southern species 
such as Red-bellied Woodpecker and 
Tufted Titmouse. 

Birding can be productive 
throughout the year in Haldimand. 
The following is a route I started 
following in the ‘60’s that use to 
produce 80-90 species in mid-July 
through to mid-August. While some 
of the spots are seasonal, many can be 
productive throughout the year. 

Since most of Ontario's birders 
live in the Hamilton to Oshawa 
corridor along the north shore of Lake 
Ontario, we will assume you are 
coming from an easterly direction. 
Take Highway #6 south from 
Hamilton to Caledonia which is the 
first community you encounter in 
Haldimand. Follow the highway into 
the centre of town. 

1. Our trip will start at the junction 
of highways #6 and #54 at the stop 
light in the centre of town. Proceed 
south on #6 for 0.3 lan across the 
Grand River and turn right at the 
south end of the bridge onto Forfar. 


Cliff Swallows nest under the bridge. 
Forfar extends about 1 km north 
along the Grand River and there is a 
good look out over the spill way of 
the Caledonia dam. Several species of 
waterfowl can be found below the 
dam in the fast water that stays open 
all winter. 


Birding productive 
throughout year 
in Haldimand 


2. Return south on Forfar to 
Renfrew and proceed on Renfrew to 
#6 (Argyle St). Turn right and travel 
11.1 km along #6 towards Hagersville 
until you come to a farm pond on the 
east side of the highway. This pond 
often has shorebirds and a few 
waterfowl. Noteworthy species found 
here in the past include Ruff, Baird"s 
Sandpiper, Great Egret and Snow 
Goose. 

3. Continue south another 3.5 km 
through downtown Hagersville to the 
second stop light. Turn right onto Reg 
Rd. #9 (Parkview) and drive 1.1 km 
to the next intersection. On the north 
west, north east, and south east 
comers are 3 large quarry lakes. 
These lakes are deep and in the fall 
and spring have an assortment of 
waterfowl. Noteworthy species found 
here have included Red-throated 
Loon and Lesser Black-backed Gull. 

4. Turn left onto Reg. Rd. #18 and 
proceed south 1.1 km to highway #6. 
Continue south on Reg. Rd. #18 
(Sandust Rd.) 5.7 km to highway #3. 
Upland Sandpipers can be found in 


the hay fields along this road and the 
occasional hay field may have a 
Grasshopper Sparrow. For those with 
keen ears, listen for Western 
Meadowlark. They have been present 
off and on along the Sandust Rd. 
since the ‘60’s. 4.4 km south of 
highway #3, the Sandust Creek 
crosses the road. This is a spot for 
shorebirds both spring and fall. The 
creek bottom is limestone, the water 
very shallow and lots of algae. 
Rough-winged Swallow and the 
occasional Cliff Swallow nest under 
the bridge. 

5. Continue south 2.4 km to the 2nd 
concession and turn left. Proceed east 
for 1.6 km to the Sandust Creek. Here 
on the north side of the road is 
another good spot for shorebirds as 
the creek bottom is about 200 feet 
wide and extends north for about a 
1000 ft. Again the creek bottom is 
limestone, the water is shallow and 
lots of algae growth. 

6. Travel east along the 2nd 
concession 1.9 km to the hamlet of 
Cheapside and turn right onto the 
Cheapside Rd. Continue south 1.3 km 
to Reg. Rd. #3. Turn right and travel 
south 0.5 km to the Sandust Creek. 
Again the creek bottom is limestone, 
very shallow and lots of algae. This 
location, plus the previous two 
locations, will often have shorebirds 
when none can be found along Lake 
Erie. However, the Sandust Creek 
flows through clay agricultural land 
and easily floods after a heavy rain 
storm. It is best during dry periods. 

7. 2.1 km south of the Sandust 
Creek, turn right onto Lalceshore Rd. 
and continue 0.3 lan to Wilcox. Turn 
left and follow the road which goes 
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around Peacock Point. There are 
several lookout spots and a couple of 
road allowances which give access to 
the shore line. Wilcox becomes 
Lakeshore Drive. 0.8 km along this 
road is a good feeder on the right 
hand side. A man from Hamilton 
feeds the birds year round. This is a 
good location to find blackbirds in the 
winter. Wintering blackbirds at this 
spot have included, Redwings, 
Common Grackle, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Rusty Blackbird and 
Yellow-headed Blackbird. Accipiters 
and Merlins are often present in the 
winter, feeding on these blackbird 
flocks. The Peacock Point feeders 
have supported wintering Chipping 
Sparrows at least twice since 1989. 
Dunlin and Purple Sandpiper have 
been found along the rocky shoreline 
of the point into mid-January. Large 
flocks of Greater Scaup and other 
waterfowl as well as Bonaparte 's 
Gulls and the occasional Little Gull 
sometimes winter off Peacock Point 
in the warm water from the Nanticoke 
Hydro Electric Plant. This warm 
water is continually opening up and 
shifting the ice off Peacock Point and 
further east all winter. Lakeshore 
Drive swings back to Lakeshore Road 
with you facing east. Continue east 
past Reg. Rd. #62. 

8. 1 km east of Reg. Rd. #62, turn 

left onto the Cheapside Rd. and 
proceed 0.2 km to the bridge over the 
Sandust Creek. This can be a good 
spot for waterfowl in the spring and 



9. Proceed 0.9 km north to Reg. Rd. 
#3 and turn right. 1.1 km east turn 
right unto the Wheeler rd. and go 
south 1.1 km to the entrance to 
Selkirk Provincial Park. Selkirk 
Provincial Park can be good year 
round. Long-eared and Saw-whet 
Owls can be found in the winter in 
the pine plantations on the west side 
of the park. Red-bellied Woodpeckers 
and Tufted Titmice are year round 
and nesting residents. Six species of 
vireos and 31 species of warblers 
have been found in the park during 
migration. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 
nest in the park. Wintering species 
found in the park have included 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Gray Catbird 
and Palm Warbler. The park is also 
on the fall hawk flight along Lake 
Erie. The entrance of the park can be 
very good, with the hawks and eagles 
moving west at tree top level so that 
many can be identified without 
binoculars. This hawk flight continues 
well into December most years. 
Flocks of land birds, such as pipits, 
Eastern Bluebirds, blackbirds. Blue 
Jays, etc. can also be seen moving 
west at this location during the day in 
the fall. 

10. 1.1 km south of Selkirk 
Provincial Park, the road turns east 
and becomes Lakeshore Rd. again. 
Lake Shore Rd. goes east and then 
turns inland at the mouth of Stoney 
Creek and dead ends at the Townline 
(Selkirk Rd ). This 3.8 km stretch of 
road offers the birder good looks at 
the lake shore. Depending upon the 
lake level there can be many good 
spots for shorebirds from the foot of 
Wheeler Rd. east to the Grand River. 
The water level can vary up to two 
feet depending upon the wind 


direction and up to three feet 
depending upon the season and the 
lake level cycle. Consequently, at 
times the lake will be right up to the 
bottom of the low cliff along the lake 
and other times there may be 2-300 
feet of exposed limestone and even 
low, off-shore rocky outcroppings, 
offering good shorebird locations and 
waterfowl resting spots. Along the 
lake most of the points are limestone 
that usually have algae growths while 
many of the bays are sandy. The lake 
shore from Wheeler Rd. to the Grand 
River over the years has produced 
many good birds including large 
flocks of Whimbrel around the 24th 
of May, plus the occasional Laughing 
Gull, Little Gull, Least Tern, Marbled 
Godwit and Piping Plover. The fields 
behind the cottages in October often 
have large flocks of Eastern Bluebirds 
acting like flocks of Robins on the 
ground. In May, watch these fields 
carefully as I have found Lapland 
Longspur s on them in flocks of up 
to 500 birds. 

11. Turn right at the Townline and 
proceed 1.2 km to the lake. Here the 
road turns east and again is called 
Lakeshore Rd. From here it is 3.8 km 
to the Fisherville Rd. 1.7 km along 
the road the Salvation Army's Camp 
Selkirk is on the left side of the road. 
The camp custodian is Ted Williams. 
If you ask, you may be able to walk 
back to their private sewage lagoon 
system. There is also a very good 
large pine plantation at the back of 
the property which is used as a winter 
roost by Long-eared Owls. A farther 
1 km along this road will bring you to 
Hoover Point. The main road 
proceeds past a small wood lot on the 
south side of the road with large 
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spruce trees on the north side of the 
road. This spot is very good for small 
land birds in mid-May. I have found 
both Worm-eating Warbler and Rusty 
Blackbird here at the same time. 

12. Turn right at the Fisherville Road 
and go 0.1 km south where the 
Lakeshore Rd. continues east for 19 
km following the lake shore. There 
are many good spots for shorebirds 
and waterfowl along this portion of 
the road. 5.5 km along this road there 
is a large pond and cattail marsh on 
the north side of the road. Other 
smaller marshes will be found along 
creeks farther west. 

13. Turn left at the Aikens Rd. (Reg. 
Rd. #49), and go north 0.6 km and 
turn right, going east 1.2 km on the 
Kings Row road. Turn right onto the 
gravel road. This road goes to the 
lake and the James N. Allen 
Provincial Park which is a day use 
park with no fees. As you enter the 
park there is a good wood lot on both 
sides of the road. At the lake, there is 
a gate, you will be at Low point and 
there is a good lookout towards the 
west at this location. Return to Kings 
Road on the road you came in. 

14. Proceed east on Kings Row, 3.6 
km to the Johnson Rd. This is a 
Short-eared Owl location, in the 
winter, late in the afternoon. Kings 
Row continues east for another 2.3 
km where it meets Reg. Rd. #11. 
Continue east into Port Maitland. 
There are feeders on both sides of the 
road which often have blackbirds in 
the winter. Tufted Titmice have been 
found coming to these feeders. 0.4 km 
from the comer, the road proceeds 
through a small comer of the Grand 
River marshes and continues into Port 


Maitland. The mouth of the Grand 
River and the breakwall may have 
birds of interest. Return to Reg. Rd. 
#11 and go north 5.7 km to the 
hamlet of Byng. 

15. Turn right on Reg. Rod #3 and go 
0.8 km into Dunnville. You will be 
driving on a causeway with the Grand 
River marshes on both sides. At the 
east end of the causeway is the 
Dunnville dam. The water below the 
dam is open all year and there are 
usually waterfowl present here in the 
winter, as well as white-winged gulls. 

16. Once over the dam, turn right at 
the stop lights and follow Reg. Rd. #3 
(Main St.) east out of Dunnville. The 
road follows an old Welland Canal 
feeder canal. The fields on the east 
side of the road sometimes have 
shorebirds on them, such as 
Hudsonian Godwits in early 
November. Occasionally, arms of the 
Grand River marshes extend up to the 
west side of the road. Continue 
through the hamlet of Stromness and 
0.2 km out of Dunnville turn right 
onto Reg. Rod #64. 

17. 0.5 km along Reg. Rd. #64, turn 
left onto the Downey Rd. and 
continue south 1 km to the Niece Rd. 
If you continue south on the Downey 
Rd., it ends in a small parking lot for 
duck hunters and is a good place to 
park when Rock Point Provincial Park 
is closed. Turning right onto Niece 
Rd., continue 0.2 km to the entrance 
to Rock Point Provincial Park. The 
south east comer of the park is a 
rocky point which is extremely good 
for shorebirds both spring and fall. 
Off shore is Mohawk Island which 
has an active gull nesting colony. The 
pine plantations in the park provide 



winter roosts for Long-eared Owls. A 
Boreal Owl has been found in the 
park in November. Leaving the park, 
turn left and proceed west on Niece 
Rd. At the ‘T’ intersection, turn right 
and proceed north on the Siddel Rd. 
past the Albright and Wilson plant. 
Turn left on the Canal Rd. Just past 
the railway crossing, a flow of warm 
water comes out of the plant and 
keeps part of the pond beside the 
plant open in the winter. This water 
flows under the road and keeps a 
small section of the canal open and 
several species of waterfowl can be 
found here in the winter. Keep an eye 
open for Bald Eagles flying over the 
marshes to the north. There is an 
active Bald Eagle nest upstream in the 
marsh that can not be seen from the 
road. Return to Regional Rd. #3 along 
the Canal Rd. turning left onto 
Regional Rd. #3 and go back to 
Dunnville. 


18. In Dunnville, turn left at the stop 
light (Queen St.) and follow Reg. Rd. 
#3, 1.8 km west through Byng and 
turn right onto Reg. Rd. #20. Follow 
Reg. Rd. #20 3.5 km and turn right 
onto the Aikens Rd. 1.4 Ion along this 
road turn left onto the River Rd. 
Follow the River Rd. west and north 
10.3 km to Highway #3. This road 


page 7 




The Wood Duck 


September 1996 


follows the river and there are several 
areas along this road which can be 
good for birding. 8.2 km along the 
road it meets the Yaremy and 
Meadow Rd. Veer right and continue 
along the river. From this point until 
you reach Highway #3, both 
Red-bellied Woodpeckers and Tufted 
Titmice are regular feeder visitors. 

19. Continue north across Highway 
#3. 7.2 km north of Highway #3, the 
road swings close to the Grand River. 
For the next 0.7 km, depending upon 
the water level, there are several 
sandbars and small islands in the 
middle of the river. Often shorebirds 
and waterfowl can be found here. The 
best bird I have seen here was a 
Marble Godwit, one year, during the 
last week of July. Continue north to 
Reg. Rd. #9, turn right and cross the 
Grand River. Turn left on Highway 
#54 and it is 7.8 km back to 
Caledonia and our starting spot. Good 
birding! $ 


HNC Director’s Reports 
President’s Report 

by Margaret Walton 
Once again it's time to reflect 
upon our accomplishments and 
challenges over the past year and look 
forward to another year of 
worthwhile, exciting projects and 
activities. It can be easy to overlook 
our many successful projects when 
mired in the depths of the inquiry by 
the Public Guardian and Trustee. 
There has been no action on our case 
as of yet, but we hope to have this 


resolved shortly. I would like to thank 
all our members for their trust and 
support of the executive during this 
difficult time. 

The Natural Areas Inventory was 
completed during the past year, and 
those members who worked extremely 
hard to complete it deserve many 
thanks for their efforts. As well, the 
Red Hill Valley Biological Inventory 
was completed, and Don McLean has 
produced an excellent document. A 
new program held at the Central 
Library called Nature in the City, 
organized by Sean Morley, was very 
successful and introduced many new 
people to our natural environment. 
Christine Bishop's Turtle Crossing 
signs were installed along Cootes 
Drive in Dundas/Hamilton, and the 
Scout House rehabilitation project is 
progressing. The Bird Study group 
continues to be a very popular 
program and the members of the plant 
study group meet faithfully to conduct 
inventories, rescue plants, and 
participate in naturalization projects. 
The wildlife viewing station located 
north of CCIW and funded by the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club through 
our walkathon efforts was completed 
and over $1,000 was raised by Team 
Wildlife in the 1996 Walkathon for 
the Hamilton to Caledonia Rail Trail. 
Brian McHattie and his conservation 
committee continue their tireless 
efforts towards conserving our natural 
environment and I would like to 
personally thank Brian for doing an 
incredible job. 

We have received two generous 
bequests this past year from the 
estates of Elva Lillian Nind and Jack 
Alfred Bauerman Winsor. These, 


along with the many donations 
received from our members, help us 
to do the many projects that we take 
on. As well, thanks go to the many 
volunteers who participate in projects 
and on committees. Members are 
always welcome and encouraged to 
get involved. 

I am coming to the end of my 
term as president of this club. I would 
like to thank all the members of the 
executive for their incredible 
contribution to the club and for the 
many hours of work they give to the 
Club. In particular, I would like to 
thank Betty Blashill for her work as 
Treasurer and Brian Burgon and John 
Struger, without whom I could not 
have done my job. I am looking 
forward to another season of great 
programs and exciting field events 
and hope to see you there. GET 
INVOLVED! 

Vice-president's report 

Efforts to deal with matters 
surrounding the complaint and 
investigation mentioned in the 
December, 1995 Wood Duck 
(Volume 49, Number 4, page 58) 
continued through the year. As noted 
in the President's message, we are 
most eager to have this matter dealt 
with and resolved. The Club 
executive will be pleased to answer 
any questions or concerns you may 
have — do not hesitate to approach 
any one of us. 

I was incredibly fortunate to be in 
a front-row seat for the first nesting 
of Peregrine Falcons in Hamilton, 
indeed in Southern Ontario, in several 
decades. The summer of 1995 was 
highlighted by the events which 
unfolded on King Street West: the 


page 8 


The Wood Duck 


September 1996 


thrill of seeing the recovery of a 
species which, thanks to the activities 
of man, has earned the unfortunate 
distinction of being called 
endangered”, and the joy of sharing 
the concern for nature brought out in 
so many people who previously had 
never seen a Peregrine Falcon. The 
reaction of the downtown community, 
and the efforts of the falcon monitors 
who kept watch from dawn till dusk, 
renewed my conviction that the 
importance of the environment must 
be communicated to as many people 
as possible. Only then will our society 
understand and protect our natural 
environment. 

I was particularly proud to assist 
in the publication of Volume I of the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas 
Inventory in 1995. The NAI is the 
product of a tremendous effort by 
many people. This important work 
will be looked upon as a major 
accomplishment in the long and 
distinguished history of the Club. 

Brian Burgon 

Conservation Report 

1995-96 was another busy year 
for the HNC Conservation Committee, 
spent pursuing both long-standing 
issues and new concerns. 
Conservation committee 
representatives worked with regional 
planners to develop the Greenlands 
Strategy — a system of thirteen 
wildlife corridors that links many of 
our environmentally significant areas 
in an inter-connected system of 
natural areas. The Natural Areas 
Inventory, volume one, was finished 
(finally!), but we continue to work 
with the Region of 
Hamilton-Wentworth to develop new 


tools to protect our forests, wetlands 
and meadows. The Club is working 
with the Region and the Conservation 
Authority on a project that will result 
in an updated database and the 
production of a manual which will 
guide users and those contributing 
data in the future. Expert naturalists 
from the Club will sit on a data 
review committee to ensure the 
database’s credibility. And, Club 
representaitves will be helping the 
Region to establish an inter-agency 
committee to review natural areas 
policy — yes, the NAI lives on! 

As always, we are staying in 
touch with Hamilton Harbour issues. 
Frank Morley has been attending 
meetings of a City of Hamilton 
committee organized to develop a 
land use plan for Windermere Basin. 
John Struger has supplied comments 
on a possible project to remove 
contaminated sediments from Stelco’s 
Randle's Reef. A number of us 
continue to stay involved with the 
Red Hill Creek Expressway issue — 
probably the most important local 
issue of our times. And, of course 
having Ken Hall and Don McLean on 
the Bay Area Restoration Council 
board doesn't hurt either! 

Using the British Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers as a model, 
John Hannah has been working with 
students and faculty at McMaster 
University and others to assemble a 
new group interested in the future of 
Cootes Paradise. Initial concern is 
focussed on the condition of south 
shore trails and the number of trees 
that have fallen down due to soil 
erosion. Again, what the Hamilton 
Bird Protection Society started in 


1927, the HNC continues working on 
today! 

There are many other items that 
the committee is working on and I 
would like to recognize the work of 
Sean Morley in leading a series of 
public awareness events at the 
Hamilton Central Library; John 
Hannah for organizing similar events 
at McMaster University; Jocelyn 
Neysmith for writing conservation 
articles in the Wood Duck and the 
many other individuals who give up a 
good deal of their time to save nature 
in the Hamilton area. 

Brian McHattie 

Education Director’s Report 

The education committee set out 
to accomplish three primary goals in 
1995-96. The first goal was to 
experiment with an outreach program 
to the general public and to McMaster 
University students. The second goal 
was to begin finding opportunities for 
members to share their personal 
wealth of natural history knowledge 
among the general membership. The 
third goal was to improve 
membership services in general and 
increase membership sales as a result. 

In January of 1996, the HNC 
Education Committee launched a 
four-part searies of monthly slide 
shows. The series was sponsored by 
McMaster’s OPIRG (Ontario Public 
Interest Research Group) committee 
and the Student Union Envomment 
Committee. The series provided an 
opportunity for McMaster students to 
learn about their local naturalist club, 
take advantage of opportunities to 
learn about and volunteer for 
important local programs such as the 
Marsh Monitoring Program and 
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Project Paradise. Several students also 
took advantage of the HNC student 
membership. This program was well 
received and we look forward to 
further developing this relationship 
with McMaster student committees in 
September 1996. 

Also in January of 1996, die HNC 
Education Committee launched a 
four-part searies of monthly slide 
shows in co-operation with Hamilton 
Central Library and The Royal 
Ontario Museum. The ROM featured 
a series of natural history displays at 
the library and the HNC offered 
public presentation to reflect the 
subject matter of each of those 
displays. This was a very successful 
program for the HNC, attracdng over 
100 people to each presentation. The 
library staff were very helpful in 
promoting this series and both Sean 
and Frank Morley organized and 
co-ordinated the series. 

An education table was introduced 
at the monthly general meetings to 
generate conversation and to facilitate 
members sharing their knowledge 
with other members. Look for more 
wacky and wonderful things at the 
education table in '96—’97. Three new 
slide shows have been developed for 
use by members and for any outreach 
opportunities. The slide shows are 
"All about BIRDS”, "All about 
AMPHIBIANS" and "What is a 
WATERSHED”. Members are invited 
to take advantage of these slide shows 
for any group they may have. The 
shows come with a carousel, a script, 
and a presenter if you need one. We 
only ask for a donation to the club as 
an honourarium. If you wish to help 
out with the Education Committee in 


1996-97, please call me at 524-1872. 
It's FUN!! And there is an 
opportunity to learn A LOT! 

John Hannah 

Membership Report 

Although the economy has not 
improved markedly in the last few 
years, the HNC has not been overly 
affected. Several years ago, say 1990, 
membership was in a decline that 
continued into 1991 and 1992. 
However, since then we have had a 
gradual increase in membership. This 
past year was no exception, except 
that the growth for 1996 was very 
healthy. We have, as yet, not reached 
the levels of the mid '80's but we are 
coming closer. 

We can point to several factors 
for the increase, all of which come 
under the umbrella label of 
exposure”. In part, we can attribute 
the growth to the new F1NC Display 
which has had success doing the 
banks and shows circuit. We have had 
the various banks in the area 
ASKING US for the display due, in 
part, I’m sure to its colourfulness as 
well as the varied pictures. The 
display is not static in its presentation. 
Various shows have also requested the 
display for themselves. This included 
the successful, downtown Hamilton 
Library's nature series, where we have 
also had the display. 

Another place where our exposure 
was increased was the Peregrine 
project last year, when we weren’t 
even geared up for it. Just imagine 
what we could have done, had the 
breeding birds been successful this 
year. Well, we'll hope for next year. 
Last year we had great media 
coverage as well as passerby 


response. Nothing generates interest 
like having a bunch of people 
standing with bins and scopes staring 
at the hotel across the street. What 
are you guys looking at? Are you 
Peeping Toms?” Several people have 
signed up because of that exposure. 

So, in genera] we have had a 
good recruitment for the Club. 
Several family memberships were 
taken up, in contrast to the last few 
years where family membership had 
declined the most. This indicates that 
the Club as a whole is attracting a 
younger group of individuals now and 
some of them are very keen. The 
Active membership has gone up 
because of this. We also had two life 
memberships in the last year. 

Our biggest challenge in the 
coming years will be to maintain this 
momentum and to nurture growth by 
trying to keep the new and younger 
members interested in the activities of 
the Club. 

Wolfgang Luft 

Publicity Director's Report 

The following is an update on the 
activities of the Publicity director and 
committee in 94/95. 

This year a club member, Mike 
Street, established a World Wide Web 
site for the Hamilton Naturalists Club 
(http://www.freenet.hamilton.on.ca/li 
nk/hamnature/index.html). The web 
site is updated regularly with the club 
birding hotline news, field events, 
evening programs, bird study group 
information and the club publication 
list. 

On a monthly basis, the publicity 
committee mailed out an illustrated 
poster announcing the topic of the 
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club's general meetings to twenty 
libraries, bookstores, and conservation 
organizations and fifteen media 
outlets in Ontario. We also erected the 
club display at each general meetings 
so that new members and guests can 
read about the club’s activities. The 
publicity committee consisted of 
Christine Bishop, Glenn Barrett, and 
Andrea Bishop. 

Christine Bishop 

Sanctuary Activities 1995-96 

- Several plant inventories were 
conducted by the Plant Study 
Group at the Spooky Hollow 
Addition, and these efforts 
focused on candidate sites for oak 
savannah rehabilitation. It is 
expected that baseline inventory 
work will be completed by the 
end of September 1996. 

- Brian Campbell, and Martin 
Haurilak, students of Dr Paul 
Eagles of the University of 
Waterloo, prepared a draft 
management plan for the Spooky 
Hollow Addition, as fourth-year 
thesis projects. This work is 
ongoing with the assistance of 
HNC members, members of the 
Norfolk Field Naturalists, and 
other experts. 

- All trails at Spooky Hollow were 
cleared of fallen debris, and 
garbage was picked up along 
roads adjacent to the property. 

- Six sections of boardwalk were 
fabricated, and installed at 
Spooky Hollow, as improvements 
to the Hemlock Loop, and 
Leatherwood Lane. 

- All trails at Short Hills were 
cleared of fallen debris, and 


garbage was picked up along 
roads adjacent to the property. 

- Brush was cut under the Hydro 
line at Short Hills to ensure that 
the Linking Trail remains open. 

- All trails at Short Hills were 

discretely remarked with paint 

blazes. 

- Efforts to control Garlic Mustard 

continued at Short Hills, with a 
focus on an area adjacent to 
Centre Street. 

- Guided hikes to the 

sanctuaries were organized by 
the Sanctuary Committee. 

John Fischer 

Social Director's Report 
I must first of all thank the HNC 
Executive for providing me with the 
opportunity to become a Director this 
past year. I would also like to thank 
those who have helped me perform 
the all-important task of serving 
refreshments at club meetings. 

This past year I undertook another 
project on behalf of the HNC that was 
not along the traditional lines of the 
Social Director's responsibilites. In 
partnership with the Hamilton Public 
Library, the HNC hosted the "Nature 
in the City” series at the Central 
Library. This was a monthly series of 
talks on various themes including 
owls, bats, What’s Alive in 
Hamilton-Wentworth?”, amphibians 
and bird identification. Both club 
members and guest presenters offered 
their insights and expertise to 
audiences that ranged from 25 to 150. 
Thanks to club members Ken 
Symington, Brian McHattie, Christine 
Bishop and John Hannah for 


presenting. I am currently discussing 
with the Hamilton Public Library the 
continuation of this program 
recommencing this Fall. 

This program is especially valuable as 
a way to reach those who live in the 
city who are interested in nature but 
may not have had the chance to hike 
the Bruce, Rail or Red Hill Valley 
Trails, visit local Conservation 
Authority lands or just escape from 
the city into the "wild”. There is a 
social element involved, but primarily 
the series supports the HNC’s public 
awareness, conservation and, 
hopefully, membership programs. 

In closing, I encourage those who 
have an interest in helping me with 
any of the Social Director's activities 
to see me at the refreshments table at 
the September meeting! 

Sean Morley 

Program Director's Report 

The duties of the program director 
include arranging for speakers for the 
monthly illustrated lectures sponsored 
by the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. 

During our last season, we were 
fortunate to have many interesting 
guests who spoke on diverse topics 
from The Waterfront Regeneration 
Trust” (Dr. Suzanne Barrett) to 
Butterflies” (Joanna Chapman). 

Our line up of speakers for the 
‘96 - ‘97 season starts with Ross 
MacCulloch from tire Royal Ontario 
Museum speaking about the 
Amphibians and Reptiles of 
Ontario” at our September 9, 1996, 
meeting. 

Our October 7th meeting is set 
aside for members to bring their 
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slides and tell us about their trips or 
other interesting looks at nature and 
our natural environment. Please call 
Paul Charlebois at (905) 634-5541 
(Burlington) for information and to be 
put on the list. 

Other speakers will include Mary 
Gartshore on Ecological 
Restoration" (November 4th), Dan 
Schneider on Spiders" (December 
9th), Mark Peck on Birding in 
Vietnam" (January 13th), Alfred 
Kuhnigk on Ellesmere Island” 
(February 10th), John Theberge on 
Wolves" (March 17th), John Riley 
of the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists on the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Study" 
(April 14th), and a look at our natural 
local areas worth protecting by the 
Halton Region Conservation Authority 
(May 12 th). 

Please see our brochure for 
details. Remember these interesting 
slide-illustrated lectures are free and 
open to all. 

If you have any comments or 
suggestions or would like to volunteer 
to assist in the programs, please call 
me in Burlington at (905) 634-5541. 

Suggestions are always welcome. 

Paul Charlebois 

Wood Duck Report 

The ‘95—‘96 season has been a 
good one for the Wood Duck. In 
January, a printer was found for the 
Wood Duck. Helen Archer and her 
son, Ken, have done an excellent job 
on the Wood Duck and their timely 
suggestions have improved the quality 
of the finished product. 


I’m pleased to welcome Keith 
Dieroff as our art director and 
principle artist. This spring an 
editorial committee was formed. I 
would like to welcome Clive Baugh, 
Keith Dieroff, Rob Dobos and Lois 
Evans to the committee. We have 
planned some exciting additions to the 
Wood Duck. 

During the past year many people 
contributed to the Wood Duck. Many 
thanks to: Pierre Arnold, Christine 
Bishop, Brian Burgon, Christine 
Chute, Robert Dawson, Sandy 
Dobbyn, Rob Dobos, Bruce Duncan, 
John Fischer, Lyn Hanna-Folkes, 
Jane Hannah, Natalie Helferty, Bill 
Lamond, Dennis Lewington, Bill 
Luton, Brian McHattie, Don McLean, 
John Miles, George Naylor, Jocelyn 
Neysmith, Benjamin Paquette-Struger, 
Rose Petersen, Brian Pomfret, 
Roslynne Price, Don Scallen, Mike 
Street, John Struger, Jack Varey, 
Pamela Watts. 

Thanks to Norm Ralston, who 
coordinates the mailing, and the gang 
who meet faithfully every month to 
send the Wood Duck on its way. 

Lower production costs have 
allowed us to expand the Wood Duck 
to 24 pages, starting with this issue. 
However, in order for us to maintain 
this size, we are now actively 
pursuing funding for the Wood Duck. 

The ‘96-‘97 season marks the 
50th anniversary of the Wood Duck. 
The committee has planned some 
exciting events around this occasion 
including a contest with great prizes. 
Look for details in the October Wood 
Duck. 


The new season promises to be 
one of the best ever. New columns, 
including a regular book review and 
News from the Net will be introduced 
throughout the year. A larger Wood 
Duck means that we need additional 
material. If you are interested in 
writing for the Wood Duck please 
contact Jean Stollard (905) 
634-3538 or send your article to me 
at 7-457 Woodview Rd. Burlington, 
L7N 2Z9. Thanks! 

Jean Stollard 


Nominating Committee 
Notice 

This year’s Nominating Committee 
Chair is John Struger. He and the 
rest of the committee (to be named 
later), will be preparing a Slate of 
Directors for the up-coming year to 
be presented at the October 2nd 
Annual General Meeting. Nominations 
may be made by any member before 
September 23rd in writing to the Past 
President John Struger, 269 Wexford 
Ave. S., Hamilton ON L8K 2P4, 
accompanied by a signed consent of 
the nominee. Anyone who is interested 
in serving on the Board of Directors 
can also call John at 547-51J 6. 

Note: In order to give the 

nominating committee time to contact 
prospective Board members, the date 
for closing nominations has been 
moved up to September 23rd from the 
usual date of October 1st. 
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August 6, 1996 

Auditors' Report 

To the Members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

We have audited the statement of financial position of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club as at April 
30, 1996 and the statement of revenue and expenditures and surplus for the year then ended. 
These financial statements are the responsibility of the Club's management. Our responsibility is 
to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 

Except as explained in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform an 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation. 

In common with many charitable organizations, the Club derives income from donations and 
fundraising activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible of satisfactory audit verification. 
Accordingly, our verification of donation and fundraising income was limited to the amounts 
recorded in the records of the Club, and we were not able to determine whether any adjustments 
might be necessary to donations and fundraising income, net assets and surplus. 

In our opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any, which we might have determined to be 
necessary had we been able to satisfy ourselves concerning the completeness of the donations 
and fundraising income referred to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present 
fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Club as at April 30, 1996 and the results 
of its operations for the year then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

The Statement of Revenue and Expenditures and Surplus by Fund - Schedule 1 is presented for 
supplemental information only. The information in Schedule 1 has been subject to audit 
procedures to the extent necessary to express an opinion on the financial statements of the Club 
and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all respects material to the financial statements. 




Chartered Accountants 


Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

Statement ot F inancial Position ___ 

April 30 



1996 

1995 

Net assets 



Cash in bank 

$ 26,753 

$ 34,314 

Term deposits 

52,444 

72,156 

Accrued interest receivable 

1,868 

1,890 

Accounts receivable 

1,147 

1,461 

Prepaid postage 

166 

- 

Capital assets (Note 2) 

4 

4 

Accrued liabilities 

(2,636) 

(4,460) 

Deferred revenue 

- 

(2,850) 


$ 79,746 

$102,515 

Comprised of 



Restricted surplus (Note 3) 

$ 25,000 

$ 25,000 

Unrestricted surplus 

54,746 

77,515 


$ 79,746 $102,515 



Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures and Surplus 



Year ended 

April 30 


1996 

1995 

Revenue 

Membership fees 

$ 9,048 

$ 8,516 

Project grants 

54,950 

39,605 

Donations and bequests 

8,308 

8,371 

Fundraising 

33,772 

41,227 

Interest 

5,806 

5,098 

Other 

5,422 

12,670 


117,306 

115,487 

Expenditures 

Natural Areas Inventory project costs 

9,066 

2,334 

Red Hill Inventory project costs 

52,732 

7,867 

Wetland Evaluation project costs 

- 

8,548 

Other project costs 

1,339 

1,632 

Naturally Hamilton brochure 

- 

10,443 

Project grants returned 

1,500 

- 

Fundraising expenses 

4,081 

5,612 

Office and administration 

694 

1,302 

Legal, insurance and audit 

6,185 

2,496 

Sanctuary property tax 

1,194 

(2,165) 

Sanctuary equipment and maintenance 

918 

876 

General meetings 

1,665 

2,627 

Newsletter 

3,567 

4,367 

Publicity 

53 

39 

Other 

1,309 

7,798 

Donations 

Bruce Trail Association 

1,620 

27,459 

Wildlife Viewing Platform 

21,496 

- 

Waterfowl Sanctuary Islands 

20,000 

- 

Other 

12,656 

15,433 


140,075 

96,668 

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures 

(22,769) 

18,819 

Surplus, beginning of year 

102,515 

83,696 

Surplus, end of year 

$ 79,746 

$102,515 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (Note 3) 

$ 25,000 

$ 25,000 

Unrestricted surplus 

54,746 

77,515 


$ 79,746 

$102,515 



Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 


Statement of Revenue and Expenditures 
and Surplus by Fund - Schedule 1 
Year ended April 30, 1996 



General 

Sanctuary 

Endowment 

Conservation 

Walkathon 

Red Hill 
Inventory 

Total 

Revenue 

Membership (ees 

$ 8,348 

$ - 

$ 700 

$ - 

$ - 

$ - 

$ 9,048 

Project grants 

- 

- 

- 

1,950 

1,000 

52,000 

54,950 

Donations and bequests 

2,591 

3,639 

- 

2,078 

- 

- 

8,308 

Fundraising 

- 

- 

- 

844 

32,928 

- 

33,772 

Interest 

298 

3,870 

418 

454 

766 

- 

5,806 

Other 

586 

- 

- 

4,821 

15 

- 

5,422 


11,823 

7,509 

1,118 

10,147 

34,709 

52,000 

117,306 

Expenditures 

Natural Areas Inventory project costs 

• - 


- 

9,066 

- 

- 

9,066 

Red Hill Inventory project costs 

- 


- 

- 


52,732 

52,732 

Other project costs 

- 


- 

1,339 

- 


1,339 

Naturally Hamilton brochure 

- 


- 

- 

- 


- 

Project grants returned 



- 

- 

1,500 


1,500 

Fundraising expenses 

- 


- 

- 

4,081 


4,081 

Office and administration 

644 



50 

- 


694 

Legal, insurance and audit 

4,942 

260 


305 

246 

432 

6,185 

Sanctuary property tax 

- 

1,194 




' 

1,194 

Sanctuary equipment and maintenance 

918 





918 

General meetings 

1,665 

- 





1,665 

Newsletter 

3,567 

- 





3,567 

Publicity 

53 

- 





53 

Other 

1,302 

- 
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1,309 

Donations 

Bruce Trail Association 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,620 

- 

1,620 

Wildlife Viewing Platform 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21,496 

- 

21,496 

Waterfowl Sanctuary Islands 

- 

20,000 

- 

- 

- 


20,000 

Other 

2,500 

- 

- 

1,100 

9,056 

- 

12,656 


14,673 

22,372 

- 

11,867 

37,999 

53,164 

140,075 

Excess (deficiency) of 
revenue over expenditures 

(2,850) 

(14,863) 

1,118 

(1,720) 

(3,290) 

(1,164) 

(22,769) 

Net transfers between funds 

2,704 

(1,984) 

(720) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Surplus, beginning of year 

7,702 

62,662 

6,220 

13,052 

11,296 

1,583 

102,515 

Surplus, end of year 

$ 7,556 

$ 45,815 

$6,618 

$11,332 

$ 8,006 

$ 419 

$ 79,746 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus 

$ - 

$ 25,000 

$ - 

$ - 

$ - 

$ - 

$ 25,000 

Unrestricted surplus 

7,556 

20,815 

6,618 

11,332 

8,006 

419 

54,746 


$ 7,556 

$ 45,815 

$6,618 

$11,332 

$ 8,006 

$ 419 

$ 79,746 












Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

Notes to Financial Statements 
April 30, 1996 


1. Significant accounting policies 
Capital assets 

Expenditures for fixed assets are charged to expense as incurred. 

Pledges 

Donations pledged are not recorded in the financial statements until they are received. 

Donated materials and services 

The value of donated materials and services is not recorded in the financial statements. 

2. Capital assets 


1996 1995 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, at nominal value $ 1 $ 1 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary Addition, at nominal value 1 1 

Short Hills Wilderness Area, at nominal value 1 1 

Equipment, at nominal value 1 1 


$4 $ 4 


3. Restricted surplus 

The Sanctuary fund includes $25,000 which must be maintained by the Club at all times. 


4. Endowment fund 

The Endowment fund represents life membership fees received by the Club. The Club may 
transfer amounts out of the Endowment fund for general Club operations. The amount 
transferred is calculated as the number of lifetime members times the prevailing annual 
membership fee. 


5. Income tax status 

The Club is a registered charity and is exempt from income tax provided it continues to expend 
the specified amounts on charitable activities, 


6. Restatement of prior year amounts 

Certain amounts of the prior year have been restated for comparative purposes. 
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Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

October 2, 1995 

1. Call to Order 

The Annual General Meeting of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club was called to order on October 2nd, 1995 at the Royal Botanical 
Gardens Centre auditorium 

2. Appointment of Chairperson and Secretary 

Moved by Don McLean and seconded by Doris Rundle that Marg Walton act as chairperson and that Lina Radziunas act as secretary 
for the meeting. Carried. 

3. Quorum 

Notice having been given to all members pursuant to The Wood Duck and there being at least 30 members present, the Annual Meeting 
was declared duly constituted. 

4. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting 

Moved by Dennis Lewington and seconded by Wolfgang Luft that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on October 3, 1994 
be accepted as published in the September 1995 issue of The Wood Duck. Carried. 

In accordance with the practice of the last few years, a detailed account of the various activities of the Club was published in the 
September issue of The Wood Duck. There were no questions which any member wanted to ask concerning those activities. There were 
no questions of any kind which a member wanted to ask. As a consequence, the meeting was confined to the legal requirements of 
our annual meeting. 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

(a) Financial Statements 

The Treasurer, Betty Blashill, presented the Financial Statements for the fiscal year ending April 30, 1995. Moved by Betty Blashill 
and seconded by Bill Randall that the Treasurer's Report be accepted. Carried. 

(b) Appointment of Auditor 

Moved by Betty Blashill and seconded by Wolfgang Luft that the firm of Price Waterhouse be nominated as auditors of this 
Corporation for the fiscal year ending April 30, 1996 at a remuneration to be fixed by the Board of Directors, and that the Board be 
hereby authorized to fix such remuneration. Carried. 

6. Confirmation of Actions of Executive 

Moved by Frank Morley and seconded by Pierre Arnold that all acts, contracts, by-laws, proceedings, appointments, elections, and 
payments enacted, made, done, and taken by the Directors and Officers of the Corporation since the annual meeting of the Corporation 
held October 3, 1994 and referred to in the minutes of the meetings of the Board of Directors, or in the annual reports of the 
Corporation, be approved, ratified and confirmed. Carried, 

7. Nominating Committee Report 

There being no further nominations having been received by the Secretary prior to Oct. 1 as required by the Club by-laws, it was 
moved by John Struger of the Nominating Committee and seconded by Bob Westmore that the following list of persons, who had 
previously consented to act in such capacity, be nominated as directors of the Corporation to hold office until the first annual meeting 
of the Corporation or until their successors have been elected, or appointed, subject to the provisions of the Corporation’s by-laws and 
the Business Corporation Act 1982 namely: 
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Marg Walton 
Brian Burgon 
Betty Blashill 


Lina Radziunas 
John Struger 

Pierre Arnold Field Events 

John Fischer Sanctuaries 

John Hannah Education 

Paul Charlebois Program 
Jean Stollard Wood Duck 

Brian McHattie Conservation 
Christine Bishop Publicity 
Wolfgang Luft Membership 


Carried. 



Moved by John Struger and seconded by Don McLean that the following persons hold office in the Corporation for the coming year 
or until their successors are elected or appointed, namely: 


Past President 
President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Carried. 


John Struger 
Marg Walton 
Brian Burgon 
Betty Blashill 
Lina Radziunas 


It was noted that the Nominating Committee had not yet secured an appointment for Social and would continue its efforts to complete 
the slate. 

8. Adjournment 

The annual meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 


Noteworthy Bird Records 

By Rob Dobos 

Total species recorded during 1996 to April 30:182. Underlined species or dates require documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized 
species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. 

Observers: Norman Blakely (NB), Brian Burgon (BB), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Paddy Chitty (PC), Steven Clark (SC), Glen Coady 
(GC), Jim Cram (JC), Bob Cuny (RC), Rob Dawson (RDw), Rob Dobos (RD), Margaret Anne Fecteau (MF), Carl Hamann (CH), John Hannah (JH), Jim 
Hummel (JHu), Mark Jennings (MJ), Jon King (JKi), Ursula Kolster (UK), Dennis Lewington (DL). Gwen Lewington (GL), Rod MacDonald (RM), Kevin 
McLaughlin (KM), Peter McParland (PM), Matt Mills (MM), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), Jean Niskanen (JN), David Oldnes (DO), John Olmsted 
(JO), Rose Petersen (RP), Brian Pomfret (BP), Ian Smith (IS), Paul Smith (PS), Mike Street (MS), Teo Talevi (TT), Rob Waldliuber (RW), Many Observers 
(mobs.). 
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Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
HSA -Hamilton Study Area 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 

1st sum. -first summer 
1st yr. -first year 
terr. -territorial bird 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [BR] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN] 
Halton [HL] 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 
Niagara [M3] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT] 

Wellington [WL] 


APRIL 1996 

Red-throated Loon: Birds past Woodland Cemetery [HW]\ 1 -Apr 7 (JC,JO), 60 -Apr 20 (JO), 52 -Apr 21 (RC et al.). 

Common Loon: One over Cone 5 W Flamborough at Spencer Creek (hereafter referred to as "Middletown Marsh") [ HW] Apr 19 and Apr 21 (RD); 33 past 
Woodland Cemetery Apr 21 (RC et al.)\ two past CCIW [HL] Apr 29 (RD). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One on Lake Ontario off L.P. Sayers Park, Stoney Creek [HW] Apr 1 (RD); one on Hamilton Harbour off LaSalle Marina [ HW] Apr 
2 (RD); one at Bronte Harbour [HL] Apr 8 (MJ); one at Burloak Park [HL] Apr 10 (MJ); two at Mountsberg C.A. [HW/WL] Apr 14 (KM); one at Middletown 
Marsh Apr 19-30 (RD,BC); three at Dundas Marsh [HW] and three at Windermere Basin [HW] Apr 20 (KM); four at Green Mt Rd Quarry [HW] Apr 20 
(MM,MS); 14 at Valens C.A. [HW] Apr 21 (RC,JO;RD); one at Millgrove Loam Pits [HW] Apr 23 (RD). 

Horned Grebe: One off LaSalle Marina Apr 2 (RD); one at High Level Bridge [HW] Apr 16 (RDw,BP); eight off Woodland Cemetery Apr 20 (KM), two 
at Green Mt Rd Quarry Apr 20 (MM,MS); a max. of 180 off Burlington Lakeshore [HW] Apr 21 (KM.RDw); five at Valens C.A. Apr 21 (RD;RC,JO); one 
at Presidents Pond, Cootes Paradise [HW] Apr 28 (UK). 

Red-necked Grebe: Spectacular numbers occurred on Lake Ontario, the highest count being 1294 from Shoreacres to Bronte [HL] Apr 7 (GC). Other counts 
include: 420 off Burloak Park Apr 8 and 150 there Apr 16 (MJ); 800 off Oakville [HL] Apr 11 (JN); 320 off Appleby Line [HL] Apr 11 (JO), and 200 there 
Apr 21 (KM.RDw); 125 off Shoreacres ApT 24 (RD); eight off LaSalle Marina Apr 2 (RD); 28 off Woodland Cemetery and 15 at NE Comer of Harbour 
[HW] Apr 10 (KM). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Eight past CCIW Apr 3 and 50 there Apr 9 (RD); 125 at Tollgate Ponds [HW] Apr 10 (RD), increasing quickly thereafter; 
350 at Bronte Apr 20 (MJ). 

Great Egret: One past Beamer C.A. [AG] Apr 20 * (MS); one past St. Augustine Cemetery, Dundas [HW] Apr 24 and 28 (MM); one past Woodland 
Cemetery Apr 28 (RP.IS); one at Christie C.A. [HW] Apr 28 (MF). 

Green Heron: One at Copetown Bog, Mineral Springs Rd [HW] Apr 24 * (DL,GL,CH). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Four at Valley Inn [HL] Apr 9 (JC); 17 at Shoreacres Apr 16 (NB). 

Tundra Swan: Eight at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet \HW\ Apr 2 (RD); two at Dundas Marsh Apr 2 and four there Apr 20 L (UK); one at Brock Rd S of Cone 6 
W [HW] Apr 20 L (RD). 

Snow Goose: One at Dundas Marsh Apr 6 F (UK). 

Wood Duck: 30 at Dundas Marsh Apr 9-11 (UK). 

Green-winged Teal: 20 at Dundas Marsh Apr 6-7 (UK); eight at Smithvilie Sewage Ponds [AG] Apr 30 (RD). 

Northern Pintail: 35 at Woodland Cemetery Apr 21 (RDw et al.). 

Blue-winged Teal: 20 at Dundas Marsh Apr 6-12 (UK); one pair at Middletown Marsh Apr 27-on (RD,BC). 

Northern Shoveler: Four at Dundas Marsh Apr 7-27 (UK); 15 at Tollgate Ponds Apr 10 (RD); tliree at Valley Inn Apr 29 (RD). 

American Wigeon: Ten at Dundas Marsh Apr 2-5 (UK); four at Green Mt Rd QuarTy Apr 2 (RD); ten at Valens C.A. Apr 21 (RD). 

Redhead: Four at Valens C.A. Apr 21 (RD). 

Ring-necked Duck: 60 at Dundas Marsh Apr 1-14 (UK); 66 at Green Mt Rd Quarry Apr 2 (RD); 20 offBayshore Park [HW] Apr 12 (RD); 70 at Valens 
C.A. Apr 14 (KM); 35 at Flamborough Downs [HW] Apr 29 (RD). 

Greater Scaup: 370 off Burloak Park Apr 21 (MJ). 

COMMON EIDER: Three f. off L.P. Sayers Park Apr 6 L (GC). 

King Eider: One 1st yr. m.,one f. off L.P. Sayers Park Apr 1 L (RD). 

Harlequin Duck: One off Casablanca Blvd, Grimsby [AG] Apr 10 (RM); one f. off Shoreacres Apr 21-24L (RDw,KM;RD). 

Oldsquaw: 360 off Burloak Park Apr 21 (MJ); 700 off Shoreacres Apr 24 (RD). 

Black Scoter: Two f.,one m. off L.P. Sayers Park Apr 1-10 (RD;KM); four off Guelph Line Apr 11 (RDw,JKi). 

Surf Scoter: 100 off L.P. Sayers Park Apr 1 (RD); 170 off Guelph Line Apr 9 (JO), and 80 there Apr 11 (RDw.JKi); 38 off Burlington Lakeshore Apr 21 
(KM,RDw). 

White-winged Scoter: 80 off L.P. Sayers Park Apr 10 (KM); 25 off Shoreacres Apr 24 (RD). 

Hooded Merganser: 30 at Presidents Pond, Cootes Paradise Apr 1-11 (UK); 12 at Green Mt Rd Quarry Apr 2 (RD); one pair at Middletown Marsh Apr 
16-on (RD.BC). 

Ruddy Duck: Birds at Tollgate Ponds: 1 -Apr 10 (RD;KM), 7 -Apr 14 (KM), 3 -Apr 23 (RD); one at Dundas Marsh Apr 11 (MM); nine at High Level 
Bridge Apr 16 (RDw); two at Smithvilie Sewage Pods Apr 18 (DL,GL); 70 on N Shore of Harbour Apr 21 (KM.RDw); five at Valens C.A. Apr 28 (RD). 
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Turkey Vulture: 101 over Dunning Ct, Dundas [HU'] Apr 2 and 140 there Apr 14 (MM); counts at Beamer C.A. include: 502 -Apr 5, 563 -Apr 8. 273 
-Apr 14 (NPH). 

Osprey: Birds at Beamer C.A. include: 6 -Apr 5 *. 6 -Apr 14, 7 -Apr 18, 13 -Apr 25 (NPH); three at Woodland Cemetery Apr 6-7 (JC,JO); one over 
Dunning Ct Apr 10 (MM). 

SWALLOW-TAILED KITE: One over Beverly Swamp [ HW] (PS,SC) and also at the nearby African Lion Safari [HW] (TT) Apr 28 *; this is the second 
record for the HSA. 

Bald Eagle: One ad over Highland Gardens Park [HW] Apr 1 (RDw.DO); a total of 31 counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 12-Apr 30, including 12 on Apr 28, 
a one day record high (NPH). 

Northern Harrier: Seven at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 19 (DL,GL); birds at Beamer C.A. include: 19 -Apr 11, 21 -Apr 15, 35 -Apr 18 (NPH). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Counts at Beamer C.A. include: 453 -Apr 18, 258 -Apr 19. 298 -Apr 25, 377 -Apr 26 (NPH). 

Cooper’s Hawk: Counts at Beamer C.A. include: 23 -Apr 15, 19 -Apr 18, 18 -Apr 28 (NPH). 

Northern Goshawk: 36 counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 4-Apr 9, including 12 on Apr 9 (NPH); a nesting pair at Crawford Tract [WL] Apr 28 (JHu el al.) 
Red-shouldered Hawk: Counts at Beamer C.A. include: 112 -Mar 16, 108 -Mar 27, 40 -Apr 2, 32 -Apr 15 (NPH). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Counts at Beamer C.A. include: 39 -Apr 18 *, 238 -Apr 24, 730 -Apr 28 (NPH). 

SWAINSON’S HAWK: One ad. light morph at Beamer C.A. Apr 18 * (NPH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: A max. of 744 counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 16 (NPH). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Migration through Beamer C.A. was steady to end of Apr (NPH). 

Golden Eagle: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1- Mar 2 *, 2 -Apr 8, 1 -Apr 18, 4 -Apr 28 L (NPH). 

Merlin: One at Mountain Ave, Hamilton [HW\ Apr 1-2 (RDw.DO), one over Dunning Ct, Dundas Apr 28 (MM); birds at Beamer C.A.: 1- Mar 18, 1 -Mar 
25, 3 -Apr 15, 1 -Apr 17, 2 -Apr 19, 3 -Apr 20, 1- Apr 24, 6 -Apr 25, 1 -Apr 28 (NPH). 

Peregrine Falcon: One over First St. N„ Stoney Creek [HW] Apr 6 (RW); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 17 (NPH); one over Dunning Ct, Dundas Apr 24 (MM). 
The pair began nesting at the Sheraton Hotel, downtown Hamilton [HW] and laid three eggs by mid-April (BB). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: One m. at Kirk Rd & Hwy 56 [HW] Apr 14 (DL.GL.CH); one pair at Windermere Basin Apr 21 (RDw,KM); one m. at Rymal 
Rd & Upper Wentworth [HW] Apr 23 (DL.GL). 

Wild Turkey: Three m. at South Grimsby Cone 8 S of Hwy 20 [AG] Apr 18 * (DL.GL). 

Virginia Rail: One terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 30 * (RD). 

American Coot: Six at Green Mt Rd Quarry Apr 2 (RD); 12 at Valens C.A Apr 28 (RD). 

Sandhill Crane: Six past Beamer C.A. Apr 18 * (NPH) 

Greater Ycllowlegs: One at Woolverton & Kemp Rds \NG\ Apr 6 * (RC); four at Bronte Apr 20 (MJ); one at Glancaster & Haldibrook Rds \HN\ Apr 26 
(MS); 25 at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 30 (RD). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: One at Hwy 8 & Fruitland Rd [HW] Apr 19 * (DL.GL); 50 al Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 30 (RD). 

Solitary Sandpiper: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 30 * (RD). 

Spotted Sandpiper: One at Bronte Harbour (MJ) and one at Windermere Basin (RDw.KM) Apr 21 *. 

Upland Sandpiper: Two at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 21 * (MS); two ten. at Rockton Sparrow Field [HIV] Apr 29 (RD). 

Scmipalmated Sandpiper: One was early at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 30 * (RD). 

Least Sandpiper: Five at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 30 * (RD). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Nine at Glancaster & Haldibrook Rds Apr 26 * (MS); five at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 30 (RD). 

Dunlin: One at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 30 * (RD). 

Common Snipe: Two terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 16-on (RD.BC); two at 11th Rd E, Saltfleet [HW] Apr 18-21 (DL,GL;MS); four at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet 
Apr 19 (DL,GL); five near Beverly Swamp Apr 21 (RC,JO). 

American Woodcock: One at Shell Park, Bronte [HL] Apr 3 (MJ). 

Bonaparte's Gull: 19 past St. Augustine Cemetery Apr 18 (MM); birds on Apr 21: 60 at Woodland Cemetery (RC et al ), 98 at Bronte (MJ), 120 off 
Burlington Lakeshore (RDw.KM). 

Herring Gull: One albino 1st sum. at Tollgate Ponds Apr 23 (RD) 

Iceland Gull: One 1st sum. at Windermere Basin Apr 21 L (KM.RDvv). 

Glaucous Gull: One at Bronte Harbour Apr 16 L (MJ). 

Caspian Tern: Seven at Bronte Harbour Apr 16 * (MJ); common around Harbour and Lakeshore shortly thereafter; two at Valens C.A. Apr 28 (RD). 
Common Tern: One at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 20 * (KM); common around Harbour and Lakeshore shortly thereafter. 

Forster's Tern: One off Woodland Cemetery (RC el al.) and one off Sioux Lookout [HL] Apr 21 * (RDw.KM). two off NE Shore Hamilton Harbour Apr 
23 (RD); one at Burlington Beach Canal [HL] Apr 26 (RD); one at Woodland Cemetery Apr 28 (RP,IS). 

Long-eared Owl: Five at Bronte Woods [HL] Apr 8 and three there Apr 21 (MJ). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: One at Kingsway Dr, Hamilton [HW] Apr 19 L (PC). 

Whip-poor-will: One calling at Shell Park, Bronte [HL] Apr 29 * (PM). 

Chimney Swift: One at Burloak Park (MJ) and two at St. Augustine Cemetery (MM) Apr 21 *. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: One at Hendne Valley [HL] Apr 28 * (JH). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 18 (MS). 
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Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 5 F (NPH); five at Highland Gardens Park Apr 18 (RDw). 

Northern Flicker: 51 at Woodland Cemetery (RC et at.) and 37 at Bronte (MJ) Apr 21. 

Pileated Woodpecker: One at Dundas Marsh Apr 1-6 and two there Apr 14 (UK). 

Eastern Phoebe: One terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 18-on (RD,BC). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Highland Gardens Park Apr 26 * (RDw). 

Purple Martin: Six at Burloak Park Apr 7 * (GC). 

Tree Swallow: 200 at High Level Bridge Apr 16 (RDw). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) and six at Green Mt Rd Quarry (DL,GL) Apr 19 *. 

Bank Swallow: One at Burloak Park Apr 16 * (MJ). 

Cliff Swallow: One at Burloak Park (MJ) and one at Woodland Cemetery (RC et al.) Apr 21 *. 

Barn Swallow: Five at High Level Bridge Apr 16 * (RDw). 

Tufted Titmouse: One at Woodland Cemetery Apr 18 (fide MS); one at Dunning Ct, Dundas Apr 21 (MM). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One terr. pair at Highland Gardens Park Apr 30 (RDw). 

Brown Creeper: One terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 21 (RD,BC). 

Carolina Wren: One at Dundas Marsh Apr 7 (UK); one at foot of Walkers Line [HL] Apr 21 (RDw); one terr. at Shoreacres Apr 24 (RD). 

Winter Wren: One at Highland Gardens Park Apr 12 F (RI>w). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 15 at Middletown Marsh Apr 19 (RD,BC). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Shell Park Apr 18 * (MJ). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at Middletown Marsh Apr 19 * (RD.BC); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 25 (MS). 

Eastern Bluebird: Two at Tapleytown Rd & Mud St [HW] Apr 10 (DL.GL); two at Taquanyah C.A. [HN\ Apr 14 (DL.GL.CH); six over Mountain Ave, 
Hamilton Apr 21 (RDw); six near Beverly Swamp Apr 21 (RC.JO); one m. at Safari Rd Wetland [HW] Apr 29 (RD). 

Hermit Thrush: Three at Burloak Woods (MJ) and one at Middletown Marsh (RD) Apr 16 F. 

Brown Thrasher: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 20 * (MS). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One was early at Shell Park Apr 21 * (MJ). 

Yellow Warbler: One at Shoreacres Apr 26 * (BCh). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One m. at Spencer Creek Woods, Dundas [HW] Apr 30 * (MM). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: One at Burloak Woods Apr 8 * (MJ); 12 at Middletown Rd at Spencer Creek [ HW] Apr 21 (RD). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One m. at Highland Gardens Park Apr 23 * (RDw). 

Pine Warbler: One at Beverly Swamp Apr 21 * (RC.JO); one terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 27 (RD.BC); one at Bronte Apr 28 (MJ); two terr. at Hyde 
Tract [HW] Apr 29 (RD); one m. at Highland Gardens Park Apr 30 (RDw). 

Palm Warbler: One at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) and one at S Shore Cootes Paradise [HW] (MM) Apr 30 *. 

Black-and-white Warbler: One at Burloak Park Apr 28 * (MJ). 

Eastern Towhee: One m. at Beamer C.A. Apr 19 F (NPH). 

SPOTTED TOWHEE: One imm. m. remained at Thomdale Cres, Hamilton [HW] through April (UK). 

American Tree Sparrow: Two at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Apr 29 L (RP.IS). 

Chipping Sparrow: One at Highland Gardens Park Apr 19 * (RDw). 

Field Sparrow: One at Bronte Woods Apr 20 F (RC). 

Vesper Sparrow: One at Tapleytown Rd & Mud St Apr 10 * (DL.GL); two at Woodland Cemetery Apr 21 (RC et al.). 

Savannah Sparrow: Four at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 18 * (DL.GL), 

Fox Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 18 (NPH); one at Mountain Ave Apr 18 and two at Highland Gardens Park Apr 21-26 (RDw). 

Swamp Sparrow: Three at Bronte (MJ) and one terr, at Middletown Marsh (RD.BC) Apr 20 *. 

White-throated Sparrow: One at Highland Gardens Park Apr 12 F (RDw). 

Rusty Blackbird: Two at Highland Gardens Park Apr 17 F (RDw); 15 at Middletown Marsh Apr 19 (RD.BC); two at Beverly Swamp Apr 21 (RC.JO). 
Baltimore Oriole: One m. at Parkside High School, Dundas [HW] Apr 30 * (MM). 

Purple Finch: A pair at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Apr 1-30 (RP.IS); one m. at Highland Gardens Park Apr 26 F (RDw). 

Common Redpoll: Two at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Apr 16 L (RP.IS). 

pine Siskin: 15 at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Apr 1 and two there Apr 29 (RP.IS); two at Thomdale Cres, Hamilton Apr 14 (UK); two at Shell Park Apr 17 (MJ). 

Please send your bird records for May to August 1996 to Rob Dobos, 1156 5th. Cone. Rd. W., R.R.#2, Waterdown, Ontario, LOR 2H2, phone: (905) 
659-7732, e-mail: rob.dobos@cciw.ca by September 10. 

Hamilton Birding Hotline: 648-9537 
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Ontario Eastern 
Bluebird 
Society/North 
American Bluebird 
Society 

Annual Conference 
September 13-1S 

Keynote speaker 
Kay McKeever 

Field Trips: Canada 
Centre for Inland 
Waters, Hamilton 
Harbour, Dundum 
Castle, Cootes 
Paradise, Long 
Point, Hawk Cliff, 
Eastern Bluebird 
nestbox trails 

Costs: Conference: 
$30 CAD 
Banquet $27 
Field Trips: included 
in Conference 
Registration, except 
Long Point and 
Hawk Cliff: $25 
each includes bus 
and lunch 

Contact Bill Read 
(519) 74S-4SS3 


Ontario Field 
Ornithologist's 
Annual Meeting 

Saturday, October 19th 
9:00 - 4:00 
Canada Centre for Inland 
Waters 
Burlington 

Speaker. 

Henri Ouellet 
Bicknell Thrushes 

Tickets: $15.00 

Contact: Rob Do bos 
(905) 659-7752 


Commemorative 
Lapel Pin 


Full Colour - $5.00 each 
Available at meetings or call 
664-8796. Proceeds go to 
upgrading of the HNC display. 


High Quality Club Sweatshirts 

j or available in Grey or Forest Green S p r 
^ at HNC Membership Meetings 





Members’ Nigbt 

October 7, 1996 

Do you have slides of trips 
or other interesting topics 
that you would like to share 
with fellow Club members? 
October 7th is your night to 
shine! 

If you are interested in 
participating, contact: 

Paul Charlebois 
(905) 654-5541 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Monday, September 9 8 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Amphibians and Reptiles 
of Ontario 

Ross MacCullogh 
Join us to hear an interesting and 
informative talk on the amphibians and 
reptiles who inhabit our province. 


Next Month 


Monday, October 7 8:00 p.m. 

Annual General Meeting 
Members Night 


Monday, September 16 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 

Old Guelph Road, 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to team 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 
- Jack Hanna - Birding in Austrailia 

Organizer: Bmce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


Junior Naturalists’ Club 
Volunteers Needed! 

The Hamilton Junior Naturalists' Club is 
a joint venture of the RBG and the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

We are looking for leaders to help with 
the Club, beginning this September. 

If you are a knowledgeable naturalist, 
who would enjoy sharing your 
knowledge with 5 to 12 year old 
children on the last Saturday morning of 
each month, September to May, please 
contact: 

Barb McKean: 527-1158 x247, or 
Roslynne Price: 681-2276 



The May WOOD DUCK was assembled 
and mailed by: 

Sheila Forbes 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim and Jean Stollard 
Norm Ralston 

Thanks everyone! 


Saturday, September 7 2:30 p.m. 

Autumn Wildflower Walk 
Meet at the Rock Chapel Parking lot. 
There is a $2.00 charge. 

Leader: James Pringle RBG 

Sunday, September 8 2:30 
Autumn Bird Walk 
Meet at RBG Nature Interpretive Centre. 
Waterfowl, Shorebirds and other fall 
migrants at Cootes Paradise. There is a 
$2.00 charge. 

Leader: James Pringle RBG 

Weekend, September 13, 14, & 15 

Red Bay and Oliphant 
Explore this area of lower Bruce and its 
conservation areas. Photographers’ and 
Naturalists' paradise. Indoor and outdoor 
swimming and more. Arrive Friday night 
at Red Bay Lodge. Contact Pierre early 
for program and costs. 

Contact: Pierre Arnold 648-2519 

Saturday, September 21 7:30 a.m. 

Hawk Cliff Fall Migrants 
Meet at 7:30 sharp at Jocko's/Sunoco/Tim 
Hortons carpark at junction of Hwy 53 
and Hwy 2 in Ancaster for carpooling or 
meet at Hawk Cliff at 10 a.m. Bring a 
lunch. 

Leader: Bruce Mackenzie 643-4526 

Sunday, September 22 8:00 a.m. 

Fall Migrants 

Warblers, shorebirds and a look-out for 
Jaegers or other rare gulls. Meet at 
Dundurn Castle at Youk Blvd for car 
pooling. Bring a lunch. Afternoon birding 
as well, if good in morning. 

Leader: Kevin McLaughlin 549-7057 

Sunday, September 29 9:00 a.m. 

Short Hills Provincial Park 
Explore the leader’s childhood haunts. Be 
prepared for a 10 km hike. Meet at East 
Gate for carpooling at Barton St side, 100 
yds west of comer. Bring a lunch. 
Leader: Terry Stortz 522-6791 




















